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Actually the French dared do nothing to make
this claim good. They did not wish for open war
with England unless they could be sure of victory.
The chief help Elizabeth had here was the per-
petual rivalry between France and Spain. Since
France supported Mary Stuart, Philip would
stand by Elizabeth.
Nor could Mary hope for much support in the
way of any revolt in England. Had Mary been a
man her claims might have been more favourably
regarded. Many people shared John Knox's
views about women. But as fate had given the
English only a choice between two women, they
preferred Elizabeth, both as a Protestant and as
an Englishwoman.
So Elizabeth felt herself fairly safe, but Mary's
insistence on her claim irritated her. This was
the seed of the trouble. And when the Scots
asked for help Elizabeth sent it, and enabled the
Scots to drive out the French and to establish
Protestantism in the country. Then, when
Elizabeth had been three years on her throne,
Francis, King of France, died, and Mary returned
to rule over her own country. At once, just as
the English were occupied in trying to induce
their Queen to marry, so the question was promptly
raised, " Who should be Mary's next husband ?"
For if Elizabeth could hold her throne, still she
had to admit that Mary was her heir. Mary's
marriage would therefore be the concern of both
countries, and it was made quite clear that she